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FOREWORD 
Neil Narriman - FESI President

When I  was elected president of  FESI in December
of 2019, no one could have imagined the mult i tude
of ways in which the wor ld and the sport ing goods
industry would be turned upside down in a matter
of  months.  The COVID-19 pandemic shook our
society down to i ts core,  str ipping away the joys
and freedoms we had taken for granted for
decades. And yet,  amidst  the chaos and
intensi fy ing sol i tude of  our homes, hope and new
opportuni t ies arose.

The pandemic showed that for  too long Europe has
ignored the importance of  our heal th and wel l -
being, and the instrumental  ro le sport  p lays in
promot ing these essent ia l  aspects.  Indeed, sport
emerged as a salvat ion in one of  our most di f f icul t
per iods,  of fer ing solace, hope and a way out.  

In these try ing t imes, we learned to adapt and
innovate.  Our industry embraced e-commerce,
sustainable pract ices,  and digi ta l  market ing,
cater ing to society ’s needs in new and future-proof
ways. We also recognised the importance of
sol idar i ty,  working closely wi th our partners and
government bodies to navigate the turbulent t imes.

As we emerge from the pandemic,  we see a
landscape f i l led wi th opportuni t ies to rebui ld and
reshape our society.  The pandemic stressed the
need and desire for  a more act ive Europe, to
ensure peace of  mind and a heal th ier  col lect ive.
What is more, the EU, as a col lect ive ent i ty,  has
shown resi l ience and uni ty.  As is our
responsibi l i ty ,  we would l ike to remind the future
pol icy leaders of  our industry ’s potent ia l  to
contr ibute s igni f icant ly to the EU's economic
recovery,  foster sustainabi l i ty ,  and promote the
accessibi l i ty  of  sport  for  a l l .

As President of  FESI,  I  bel ieve that our future is
br ight .  We envis ion a Europe where sport  thr ives,
where our industry f lour ishes, and where the
benef i ts of  sport  are accessible to al l ,  regardless
of age, background, or abi l i ty .

In l ight  of  the upcoming European elect ions,  we
wi l l  be presented with renewed opportuni t ies to
f ight  for  pol ic ies that  support  inclusiv i ty in sport
and that can be enjoyed in safe environments bui l t
through sustainable means.

That is why, over the next f ive years, we want
to ensure that European policy is directed at
building a prosperous future, which can only be
achieved through supporting the green
transit ion. 

Europe’s future must also set  out a robust plan to
become a digi ta l  leader.  With the r ise of  v i r tual
wor lds,  the European Union must be ready to seize
impeding opportuni t ies,  but  equal ly,  i t  must be
prepared to address the mountain of  chal lenges
that such a novel  f ie ld presents.  These changes
can only be made by adopt ing harmonised pol ic ies
at EU level ,  thus putt ing an end to the burdensome
patchwork of  nat ional  legis lat ions.

In conclusion, I  wish to send a c lear message to
the future decis ion-makers of  Europe, emphasis ing
our unwaver ing commitment to foster ing a more
sustainable and robust sport ing goods industry for
a heal th ier  and more resi l ient  society.  I  therefore
hope to see cont inued and enhanced cooperat ion
in shaping pol ic ies that  wi l l  advance Europe’s
posi t ion as a global  leader and innovator over the
next f ive years.  Together,  let  us chart  a course
towards a greener and stronger future for  a l l .



1.DRIVING SUSTAINABLE COMPETITIVENESS

Under the upcoming European mandate,  decis ive
pol ic ies are required to accelerate the green
transi t ion wi th in the sport ing goods industry.  To
achieve this,  FESI cal ls for  the EU to ensure
policy coherence and reduce administrative
burdens and inconsistencies that  may hinder
the widespread adopt ion of  sustainable
pract ices.  This includes faci l i tat ing access to
recycled mater ia ls,  promot ing eco-design
pr inciples,  and implement ing an updated Text i le
Label l ing Regulat ion that accommodates digi ta l
labels and provides modern and harmonised
rules.   

Equal ly important is the need to develop
legis lat ion that act ively encourages companies to
invest in green in i t iat ives through the creation of
incentives for sustainable practices and
innovation .  Regulatory coherence is crucial  to
streamlining operat ions,  whi le foster ing publ ic-
pr ivate partnerships wi l l  harness col lect ive
expert ise and resources, promot ing col laborat ive
efforts in research and development,  and the
adopt ion of  green technologies.  These
comprehensive measures wi l l  be instrumental  in
advancing the sport ing goods industry toward a
more sustainable and environmental ly responsible
future.

The sport ing goods industry faces a s igni f icant hurdle in i ts
endeavour to fu l f i l l  the object ives of  the EU Green Deal:  a
patchwork of  conf l ic t ing and misal igned nat ional  in i t iat ives,
incent iv is ing the cont inuat ion of  the status quo. These
nat ional  in i t iat ives,  spanning from diverging eco-modulat ion
fees under EPR schemes, to nat ional  sort ing and eco-
sort ing labels,  as wel l  intended as they may be, pose a
signi f icant chal lenge to complet ing a c i rcular economy by
prevent ing the scal ing of  sustainable solut ions,  the creat ion
of a seamless single market and the provis ion of  c lear and
uni f ied informat ion to European consumers.  For these
reasons, we cal l  for  regulatory harmonisat ion as a solut ion
to streamline operat ions,  reduce compl iance costs,  and
reinforce the integr i ty of  the s ingle market,  u l t imately
enabl ing a more scalable EU-wide green transi t ion and a
circular economy. Addi t ional ly,  we urge the European
Commission to focus on the correct enforcement of
existing EU legislation vis-à-vis Member States and
supporting the sector with addit ional guidance on
adopted Green Deal legislation  to ensure al l  these new
regulat ions are correct ly appl ied and do not create
unforeseen addi t ional  ru les for  operators.  

Accelerating the green transition with effective tools
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THE  SPORT ING GOODS INDUSTRY NEEDS  SUPPORT IVE
POL IC IES ,  SUSTA INABLE  INNOVAT ION,  AND COLLABORAT ION
TO ACCELERATE  A  COMPET IT IVE  GREEN TRANS IT ION

Unlocking the potential of the internal market and put an end to 27
mini-circular economies



FESI supports the European
Union to lead the way in
foster ing the development of
v i r tual  wor lds.  We f i rmly bel ieve
that embracing these emerging
digi ta l  domains has the potent ia l
to revolut ionise fan engagement,
create f resh revenue streams for
businesses, and enhance
inclusiv i ty in sport  part ic ipat ion.
The EU must collaborate with
industry stakeholders to
establish guidelines that
priorit ise user safety,  data
privacy, and brands’ assets
protection within these virtual
spaces .  By support ing innovat ive
projects that  combine the
physical  and digi ta l  d imensions
of sport ,  the EU can create
unprecedented opportuni t ies for
European sport ing goods
manufacturers and enhance
Europe's global  posi t ion as a hub
for cut t ing-edge sport ing
exper iences. The EU's strategy
on Web 4.0 and vir tual  wor lds
marks a progressive step
towards harnessing the potent ia l
of  the digi ta l  era for  var ious
industr ies,  including the sport ing
goods sector.  
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2.FOSTERING THE DIGITAL AGE

THE  SPORT ING GOODS INDUSTRY NEEDS
LEGAL  CERTA INTY  AND EFFECT IVE
IMPLEMENTAT ION OF  EX IST ING LEGAL
FRAMEWORKS FOR  A  SAFER  D IG ITAL
ENVIRONMENT

Protecting Intellectual Property, consumers and brands’
assets in Virtual Worlds

By recognis ing the
transformat ive power of  v i r tual
exper iences, the EU
demonstrates i ts commitment to
foster ing innovat ion and
inclusive engagement.  However,
the current strategy may not be
suff ic ient  when i t  comes to
robust Intel lectual  Property ( IP)
protect ion.  The Metaverse,
being a complex and rapidly
evolv ing digi ta l  landscape,
poses unique chal lenges
regarding IP r ights enforcement.
These chal lenges include issues
related to copyr ight
infr ingement,  brand misuse, and
the unauthor ised repl icat ion of
patented technologies.
Therefore,  to fu l ly  safeguard the
interests of  businesses,
creators,  and innovators in the
digi ta l  realm, i t  is  imperat ive for
the EU to priorit ise more
robust and binding measures
for IP protection .  Addressing
both the innovat ive
opportuni t ies of  the Metaverse
and the importance of
preserving IP r ights wi l l  help
dr ive digi ta l  t ransformat ion of
the EU economy and society.  



04

To foster innovat ion and safeguard the compet i t iveness of  the European sport ing goods
industry,  FESI cal ls upon the EU to reinforce the protect ion of  Intel lectual  Property ( IP) r ights
in the digi ta l  realm. Establ ishing a robust and agi le f ramework for  IP protect ion is essent ia l  to
combat counterfei t ing,  both onl ine and of f l ine,  as wel l  as the unauthor ised use of  patented
technologies.  Ef fect ive onl ine enforcement of  IP r ights by the EU wi l l  create an environment
conducive to investment in research and development,  promot ing creat iv i ty,  and empowering
European sport ing goods companies to thr ive in the global  marketplace. Addi t ional ly,  the EU
should promote education and awareness campaigns that underscore the signif icance of
IP protection in the digital  age and its posit ive impact on sustaining innovation .  

The Digi ta l  Services Act (DSA) and the IP Toolbox represent commendable ef for ts by the EU
to protect  Intel lectual  Property ( IP) r ights and to address the chal lenges posed by the digi ta l
landscape. However,  whi le these measures const i tute a posi t ive step forward, they are
unfortunately not suf f ic ient  to ef fect ively combat the pervasive issue of  counterfei t ing and the
presence of  fake and dangerous products,  both onl ine and of f l ine.  The scale and complexi ty of
counterfei t ing operat ions demand a more comprehensive and dynamic approach, involv ing
cooperat ion between stakeholders,  prevent ive and proact ive act ions f rom intermediar ies,
robust enforcement mechanisms, and innovat ive technologies.  Strengthening the
coordination between law enforcement agencies, e-commerce platforms, and IP rights
holders  is  essent ia l  to swif t ly  ident i fy and remove counterfei ted products f rom the market.
Only through a mult i faceted strategy that combines legis lat ive act ion,  internat ional
col laborat ion,  and cutt ing-edge technology can the EU effect ively safeguard consumers,
protect  legi t imate businesses, and ensure the integr i ty of  the digi ta l  marketplace.

Ensuring that what is illegal offline is also illegal online



FESI urges the newly elected Members of  the
European Par l iament to recognise the pressing
need to resolutely del iver on the EU's ambit ious
trade agenda, part icular ly at  the bi lateral  level .  We
emphasise the cr i t ical  importance of  concluding
ongoing trade negotiations and actively
engaging in open discussions with potential  new 
trade partners.  This proact ive approach is v i ta l  to
expanding market access and promot ing economic
growth.  Equal ly s igni f icant is the imperat ive to
diversi fy supply chains,  especial ly in l ight  of  recent
global  d isrupt ions that have underscored the
vulnerabi l i ty  of  concentrated supply sources.   
Achieving supply chain diversif ication  can be
faci l i tated thanks to the rat i f icat ion of  Free Trade  
Agreements wi th s impler and more f lexible rules of  
or ig in.  By endorsing supply chain diversi f icat ion,  
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3.PAVING THE WAY TO TRADE PROSPERITY

THE  SPORT ING GOODS INDUSTRY NEEDS  COMPREHENS IVE  FREE
TRADE  AGREEMENTS FOR  A  MORE  OUTWARD-OR IENTED
EUROPEAN ECONOMY

Adopting a comprehensive trade approach for a more resilient economy

Bolstering fair trade through open markets

In an era where protect ionism is on the r ise wor ldwide, FESI asks that the EU take a resolute stance in
combating market access barriers in third countries .  Governments around the globe are increasingly
adopt ing regulat ions and pract ices that undermine the fundamental  pr inciples of  f ree t rade, of ten
disregarding establ ished WTO laws and norms. The EU must assume a leadership role in championing
the interests of  i ts  businesses. By advocating for a fair-trade environment ,  the European Commission
can ensure that European companies are compet ing on a level  p laying f ie ld global ly.  This commitment is
crucial  not  only for  the prosper i ty of  our industry but also for  the overal l  economic wel l -being of  the
European economy. The European Commission's unwaver ing support  in th is endeavour would
consequent ly help protect  the r ights and interests of  European companies,  foster global  economic
stabi l i ty ,  and, most important ly,  ensure that internat ional  markets remain open, accessible,  and in
accordance with establ ished internat ional  t rade norms.

t h e  E U  c a n  h e l p  f o r t i f y  t h e  r e s i l i e n c e  o f  o u r  i n d u s t r y  a n d  t h e  b r o a d e r  E u r o p e a n  b u s i n e s s
e c o s y s t e m .  W e  s t r e s s  t h e  o v e r a r c h i n g  g o a l  o f  a c h i e v i n g  f r e e ,  f a i r ,  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  t r a d e  t h a t
e x t e n d s  n o t  o n l y  t o  b u s i n e s s e s  w i t h i n  E u r o p e  b u t  a l s o  t o  t h o s e  b e y o n d  o u r  b o r d e r s .  B y  p r o m o t i n g
s u c h  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a p p r o a c h  t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e ,  w e  c a n  e n a b l e  t h e  s p o r t i n g  g o o d s  i n d u s t r y
t o  t h r i v e  a n d ,  i n  d o i n g  s o ,  m a k e  a  m e a n i n g f u l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  g l o b a l  e c o n o m i c  l a n d s c a p e .



FESI recognises the paramount importance of  a c lear and comprehensive legis lat ive f ramework,
ensur ing the safety of  a l l  products made avai lable to consumers on the European market.  However,
whi le we ful ly endorse the need for robust regulat ions that safeguard consumers,  we bel ieve that i t  is
equal ly cr i t ical  to approach this task wi th an eye toward ef f ic iency and coherence. To ensure consumer
protect ion,  we advocate for  a mindful  approach that avoids unnecessary duplication of regulatory
efforts .  Rather than reinvent ing the regulatory wheel ,  the EU should pr ior i t ise the qual i ty and
effect iveness of  legis lat ion over quant i ty.  Coherence within the legis lat ive f ramework must be of  utmost
importance. A harmonised set of  regulat ions wi l l  ensure consistency, thereby strengthening the
foundat ion of  consumer safety and industry compl iance. Science-based evidence should be the
cornerstone of the EU’s legislative decisions ,  a l lowing for a wel l - informed and sound approach to
product safety.  Proport ional i ty must therefore guide our ef for ts to opt imise consumer safety wi thout
impeding innovat ion or imposing undue burdens on the industry.
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4.BUILDING A FUTURE-PROOF PRODUCT
COMPLIANCE LEGAL FRAMEWORK

THE  SPORT ING GOODS INDUSTRY NEEDS  A  MORE
INNOVAT IVE  APPROACH TO CONSUMER PROTECT ION
TAILORED TO TODAY 'S  REAL IT IES  

Applying the existing legislative framework in accordance with the principle of
proportionality and science-based evidence

FESI cal ls upon EU pol icymakers to consistent ly explore the
merits of digital  labell ing as an innovative and forward-
thinking alternative to tradit ional physical labels .  Recent
studies have revealed that a large major i ty of  consumers
prompt ly discard product labels af ter  purchase, render ing
these labels inef fect ive for  conveying vi ta l  informat ion over a
product 's l i fet ime. E- label ing presents a solut ion that can
address this chal lenge ef fect ively.  I t  ensures that essent ia l
informat ion and instruct ions remain accessible,  even to
second-hand buyers,  thus contr ibut ing to enhanced product
safety and consumer awareness. Adopt ing digi ta l  label l ing not
only has the potent ia l  to reduce waste but also of fers the
advantage of  providing consistent ly up-to-date informat ion in
an easi ly readable format.  I t  is  imperat ive to address the
inconsistencies that  have emerged in the European
Commission's previous regulatory proposals,  where certain
regulat ions have al lowed for e- label l ing,  whi le others have
not.  We urge European pol icymakers to align these
regulations ,  recognis ing the advantages of  e- label ing in i ts
capaci ty to enhance both environmental  sustainabi l i ty  and
consumer empowerment.  By embracing digi ta l  label l ing,  we
can take a s igni f icant step forward in product compl iance and
consumer protect ion.

Introducing digital labels for stronger and
more sustainable consumer protection 



5.PROMOTING ACTIVE LIFESTYLES
ACROSS EUROPE

THE  SPORT ING GOODS INDUSTRY NEEDS  SPORT  AND PHYS ICAL
ACT IV ITY  TO  BE  ENSHR INED AS  ESSENT IAL  P ILLARS  OF  A
HEALTHY AND INCLUS IVE  EUROPEAN SOCIETY

FESI cal ls upon the EU to ensure that sport and physical activity become accessible and welcoming to
all  individuals ,  regardless of  gender,  age, disabi l i ty ,  sexual  or ientat ion,  racial ,  ethnic,  or  socio-economic
background. We cal l  on EU decis ion-makers to foster the creation of inclusive sport environments  that
cater to the needs of  indiv iduals wi th disabi l i t ies,  LGBTQ+ communit ies,  chi ldren, and other
underrepresented groups. Addi t ional ly,  we urge the EU to implement targeted pol ic ies and in i t iat ives that
not only encourage but also empower women's part ic ipat ion in sport .  This involves breaking down gender
barr iers and act ively promot ing gender equal i ty wi th in sport ing domains.  By foster ing a diverse and
inclusive sport ing landscape, the EU can unlock the potent ia l  of  sport  as a uni fy ing force. In doing so, i t  wi l l
advance social  cohesion and promote heal th and wel l -being for al l  European ci t izens.

Advancing inclusivity in sport
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Developing safe and sustainable sporting environments
FESI urges the EU to take proact ive steps in promot ing a cul ture of  act ive l i festy les by encouraging the
development of safe and sustainable sport infrastructures across Europe .  Pr ior i t is ing the creat ion and
modernisat ion of  sport  faci l i t ies that  cater to the diverse needs of  the publ ic,  wi l l  a l low the EU to champion
the pract ice of  sport  and physical  act iv i ty,  thereby promot ing overal l  wel l -being and social  cohesion.
Publ ic ly accessible,  barr ier- f ree and wel l -designed sport  infrastructures wi l l  serve as the cornerstone for
inclusive engagement,  enabl ing indiv iduals of  a l l  ages, abi l i t ies,  gender and backgrounds to partake safely
in sport  wi th conf idence and enthusiasm. Safeguard mechanisms in sport ,  safe sport  infrastructures
including e.g. ,  separate changing rooms in sport  faci l i t ies or better l ight ing systems in streets,  as wel l  as a
better provis ion of  sport  equipment for  d isabled people is indispensable.  Here,  the establishment of well-
defined EU standards across Europe is imperat ive.  Such standards wi l l  create an environment where
people have the chance to engage in sport  wi th conf idence, digni ty,  and comfort ,  empowering them to fu l ly
part ic ipate and thr ive in the sport ing arena. Furthermore, invest ing in sustainabi l i ty  wi l l  ensure that these
sport  infrastructures stand as a testament to the EU's commitment to environmental  responsibi l i ty .  This
commitment safeguards the future of  sport ,  ensur ing i ts accessibi l i ty  and enjoyment for  generat ions to
come.



Product Compliance

Avoid unnecessary duplication of regulatory efforts on product compliance legislation

Ensure EU legislative decisions are in accordance with science-based evidence

Explore the merits of digital labelling as an alternative to traditional physical labels

Align existing regulations on product compliance

Sport

Ensure sport becomes accessible and welcoming to all individuals

Foster the creation of inclusive sport environments

Encourage the development of safe and sustainable sport infrastructures across Europe

Establish well-defined EU standards for the safety of sport infrastructures

Sustainability

E nsure policy coherence and reduce administrative burdens & inconsistencies between legislations

Focus on the correct enforcement of existing EU legislation on sustainability

Provide implementation guidance for economic operators

Create incentives for sustainable practices
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Digital

Collaborate with industry stakeholders to establish guidelines on virtual worlds

Prioritise more robust and binding meas ures for IP protection 

Promote education and awareness campaigns on IP protection online

Strengthen coordination with law enforcement agencies, e-commerce platforms, and I PR holders
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Trade

Conclude ongoing trade negotiations and open discussions with potential new trade partners

Achieve supply chain diversificatio n

Combat market access barriers in third countrie s

Advocate for a fair-trade environment
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FESI’S 20 RECOMMENDATIONS



ABOUT FESI
Founded in 1960 FESI,  the Federat ion of  the European Sport ing Goods
Industry,  is  the unique pre-compet i t ive plat form represent ing the interests of
the sport ing goods industry in Europe, advancing i ts members’  pr ior i t ies and
promoting in i t iat ives that benef i t  the sector,  EU ci t izens and the society as a
whole.  FESI represents the interests of  approximately 1.800 sport ing goods
manufacturers (85% of the European market)  through i ts Nat ional  Sport ing
Goods Industry Federat ions and i ts direct ly af f i l iated member companies.  70-
75% of FESI 's membership is made up of  Smal l  and Medium Sized Enterpr ises.
In total ,  the European Sport ing Goods Industry employs over 700.000 EU
cit izens and has an annual  turnover of  some 81 bi l l ion euro.  

G E T  I N  T O U C H  W I T H  O U R  T E A M !

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTION REGARDING THE PROPOSALS LAID OUT IN OUR MANIFESTO, FEEL

FREE TO REACH OUT TO OUR BRUSSELS-BASED POLICY EXPERTS:

Secretary General Deputy Secretary General Communicat ion & Pol icy Manager Sustainabi l i ty  Pol icy Off icer

pero@fesi-sport.org mercier@fesi-sport.org gatti@fesi-sport.org sulisz@fesi-sport.org

+32 (0)2 762 86 48

info@fesi-sport.org

Avenue des Arts 43 - 1040 Brussels

C O N T A C T  U S

mingozzi@fesi-sport.org

Junior Sustainabi l i ty  Off icer

tel:+32%20(0)2%20762%2086%2048

